Getting Started with
FolderFiler

8/15/2014



Contents

Ta1ageTe [V AT ] o HUUT PP P PP URTOPPTTOUPRI 2
Yol £=1=T o I 1Yo TV | T T T T U TSP TP T TR 3
SEAEING U ceeeiiiiiiieeet ettt ettt et e e e e ettt e e e e e s e st bt et e e e e e e e b ab et eeeeee e e hbbaeeeeeeeeeaabrraaaeeeeeenaanrree 4
Y T2V T =40 AN o T8 T Vo ISP 4
NGV o T X1 e IS o (ol U £ USRS 4
Scanning Folders and Files —Zero KeY ClICK........iiiiuiiei ittt e see e e eee e s e seree e e 5
Filer VIEeW and SIMUISCAN ..coouiiiiiiiiie ettt ettt ettt e st e sttt e st esabeesbteesabeesbbeessteesabeeesareens 6
LCT=y ] o= I Y[ a4 o 1= PSPPSR 6

Y P41t T T oI e 18Tl aTe] g g T=I fo] o [T SO UPRPN 6

Creating @ NEW fOIOEN ... . i e e e e et e e e st ee e e s abeeeesnbeeesssreeeeennseeas 11

Copying files DETWEEN TOIURIS.....uveeeii ettt e e e e trre e e e e e e e et bbaeeeeeeee s asbbaaeeeeeeennes 12
SUIMIMIAIY e e e e e e s s s e e s s e s e s e s s s s s e s s s e s e s e sssssssassssassasssssssassssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssesssssssnsnsansnnnns 16

Page 1



Introduction

We thank you for your interest in FolderFiler. At Rablui, we’re passionate about Console applications.
This is a getting started guide for FolderFiler, an easy to use, fast and effective way to assist with your
file and disk space management needs.

We designed FolderFiler to be a complement to the native Mac OS X Finder or Windows Explorer
already on your system. As such it may look familiar, even though it is Console based. In use it behaves a
little different — some of its key differences are:

o Zero Key Click means that just one click of the 0 key scans the whole drive and shows you where
all your disk space has gone.

e Simulscan - scans whole drives and volumes - you can view, filter and sort all your folders and
files at the same time.

e It looks and works the same on all your computers: Linux, Mac OS X and Windows

e Console based application: works through PuTTY or other ssh clients including those on
smartphones and tablets, great for remote computers / servers

e Performs safer deletes via a Trash folder.
e Exports your data to csv format reports for use in your favorite spreadsheet application.

We believe Console or Terminal based apps can be more efficient - it comes down to the right horse for
the course. Looking back, in all our careers we've always used some type of console based application to
get our jobs done better, easier, quicker.

For example editing - ever use vi or Emacs? We use both! In fact you may spot some similarities with the
FolderFiler key assignments. Sure, sometimes you need a full GUIl approach to editing for full up
documents and the like - but it's nice to know that you can always find and rely on these editors to be
there - and they work the same on all platforms!

This is the essence of the FolderFiler approach. We love to use the native Finder and Explorer
capabilities: drag and drop file copying, graphic for available space etc. However, these work differently
on their respective platforms. Also, what if you want to know not how much space is available - but
more interestingly, where all your space went? Not possible, plus no cross platform capability.
FolderfFiler fills in the gap here - simply fire it up and hit the 0 key - you've got a full disk report and can
easily spot the disk hogs!

So there you have it, keep reading to learn more about FolderFiler.

Page 2



Screen Layout

We've designed the screen layout to be an economical and effective use of the Console real estate and

with enough detail to be meaningful yet not too much to be confusing or overwhelming.

Here’s a look at an annotated screen shot:
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Here you can see the major screen elements. Key points to be made are:
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e The top and bottom line of the screen are occupied by the Menu line and Status line

respectively.
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e In between these two lines are the two major views that information is displayed — the Folder

view on the left and the Filer view on the right.

e The Cursor is currently in the top left of the Folder screen at the root. The Cursor moves around

the screen using the Tab key and the Arrow keys and highlights the current folder and item in

the respective views.

o Whenever an item is selected an asterisk is displayed in the first column of the corresponding

line in the view.
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e Whenever you are looking at a view various bits of extra information are available to help orient
you: for example, in the Filer view above we see a view Title, column Headings, a Scroll bar and
some Summary (totals) information to assist with comprehension and navigation.

Note that when you use the Tab key to switch between views the Menu line will change.

Starting Up

You will most likely start FolderFiler in one of two ways. Either by:
e double clicking the ff executable from the native finder/explorer application or else by
e typing ff from the command line.

FolderFiler starts up in the current directory (folder) which is most likely your home directory (or
SHOME) and does a quick scan of the folders and files in that location and displays those on the screen.
You should see something similar to the screenshot above. Note, the start position for the cursor is
always the top left folder in the folder view.

The first time you run FolderFiler you will be in evaluation mode. You can tell this using the Help->About
command. We hope you like what you see and chose to purchase a license key and remove all
restrictions (evaluation mode has a 20 folder scan limit and some commands are disabled — have minus
sign next to them in the menu).

Moving Around

The simplest way to move around is using the arrow keys (up, down) to move between adjacent folders.
To see the contents of a folder simply move to that folder and hit Ret. This takes you to the first (top)
item in the Filer view — note the menu line has changes as well. You can move back to the Folder view at
any time using the Tab key.

You can then call any commands using either the menu capability ( / to display, Esc to hide) or keyboard
shortcuts.

Keyboard Shortcuts
We wanted to make you as a productive as possible — to get the most work done in the least number of
key clicks — so we have many keys to explain. Hopefully, they look familiar:

Note: C-g means press the CTRL key and the g key at the same time and is used to cancel out of
commands and help messages or other notifications (the Esc key does the same thing).
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Key Description
0 | scan whole disk, select all folders, sort usage descending
export folder/filer list to csv file in SHOME
same as 0 but limit scope to current folder
scan 1 level down for current folder
scan all subfolders from current
cancel scanning
hide folders from current
ab switch view (menus will change too)
help
/ menu
F Folder or Filer menu depending on current view
Arrow navigate: up, down
Arrow folder history: back, forward

vldlTloln|v N
3]

Ret show files in Filer view from current or selected folders
C-f page down

C-b page up

C-u up

C-d down

C-a home

C-e end

C-g cancel (menu, command, dialog, help)

Esc cancel

1 | scan 1 level down for current folder

2 | scan 2 levels down for current folder (repeats through key 9)
exit application

quit menu

jump to parent folder for current file

toggle information view

next

previous

alpha sort folder

folder sort usage descending (i.e. biggest folders at top)

I
o |5

CIZ00|—|ae O

Scanning Folders and Files - Zero Key Click
FolderFiler scans the file system on your computer hard drive at your command.

The most powerful scan is the Zero Key Click — just type 0 (zero key) and sit back. What you will get is a
complete scan — all levels from the root (top) folder. That’s not all though — this command also selects all
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folders and displays their files in the Filer view - sorted by disk usage. This way you can see your space
hogs with ease and take action (for example: select and item in the Filer view and type J (uppercase j) to
jump to that position in the Folder view). The Sizer function, z (lowercase) shortcut does the same type
of scan report for the current folder.

If ever you start a scan and it’s taking too long or you don’t want to wait for the full results you can
cancel the operation with the C-c shortcut.

Most often though, you will scan by moving to the folder of interest and typing s (lower case). This scans
1 level down from the current folder — if there are more levels to scan for any sub-folders, you will see a
plus sign (“+”) next to their name. Clicking S (uppercase) gives you a full scan — powerful.

This way you can move around in the Folder view and scan any / all folders of interest. This is a great
way to understand and comprehend how things are laid out on your hard drive.

If you want to see less information, you can click “h” to hide any sub-folder information (this may lead to
changes in the Filer view as well).

Filer View and Simulscan

So we know that the Filer view is where we find a list of items (folders and files) that we can sort and
filter in interesting ways. What is different about FolderFiler and hence this new term Simulscan is that
you can see the contents from multiple folders at the same time — this is a unique and powerful
capability. You could for instance see every folder and file on your computer (as is the case, with the
Zero Key Click scan report above) or else just the ones you select from the Folder view — your choice.

Any time you have more than one folder selected in the Folder view and go to display items in the Filer
view you will be asked whether you want to use the selected folders: a simple y or n does the trick ( no
Ret required).

Getting Things Done
This section provides a quick introduction into using the file and disk space manager commands. In this
case we are going to create a new folder and copy in some files.

Sizing up your home folder
Frist off, we’re going to see what’s going on at home.

For the purpose of this guide we assume you have already downloaded FolderFiler from
www.rablui.com and we are working from the command line in a console or terminal.

1. Start FolderFiler by typing ff at the prompt
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http://www.rablui.com/

< maclis. local 242 >pwd
fzers/mwe/ovnloads/FolderFiler-Mac-111
< mwaclis. local 243 >1s

Feadme . txt ff.m=g

< wacl0s. local 244 >£if]

You should see a screen like the following:

If getting started ffvill.pdf

FolderFiler-Mac-111

— T

</» Menu, <7?» Help, <Tab> Filer View, <Arrows:> MNowve

Let’s nagivate to our home folder:

2. Type G (uppercase) gives you the Go menu

cedmefowvnloads/ FolderFiler—-Mac—-111

[ name 1
ff

ff.m=sg

Jetting starte

FEeadme. txt

[ size 1
393,092

60,043

615,572

162
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FolderFiler-Hac-111

3. You are already positioned on the Home command- so just hit Ret .

FolderFiler changes position to your home folder, scans it and updates the screen display

aasme =
hak

hin
Desktop
Documents
Downloads
Library =
links=
local
messages
Mowvies
Mus=ic =
notes
Pictures
Public i

Src =

<f> Menu, <7?> Help, <Tab> Filer Wiew,

Desktop
Docuaments
Downloads
Library
links
local
messages
Mowvies
Music
notes
Pictures
Public
arec

<Arrows:> Mowve




The Sizer command tells you where the biggest folders are located and therefore where all your
space has gone.

4. Type [/ or F to get the Folder menu and down arrow to the siZer command and hit Ret

Foto

Information

FolderFiler runs a full scan (all levels) in this, your home folder. A few seconds later you see the
scan results:
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Filer Edit

aasme
L— doc

L— im

hak

bin

Desktaon

Documents

— MNicrosoft User Data

— Excel

F— Excel 3cript Menu Items
L SJample Automator Wo

— Conwvert the for
L rontents
Create a sheet
L contents
Import text £il
L rontents
Jawve the curren
L contents

</ Menu, «7?» Help, <Tab> Folder View,

Some points to note:

[

Library

NEWs

dtm

Caches

hak
com.apple.help
Dewveloper
Xoode
DerivedData
SDMHelpData
ModuleCache
Lpplication 3u
CUrsSes

Google

Chrome

Desktop

<Arrows> Mowve

e The Cursor is now at the top of the Filer view

e FolderFiler scanned aprroximately 3300 folders and 30,000 files.

[ modified
Thu Aug <
Thu hug
Thu Aug
Thu bLug
Thu Lug
Thu iug
Thu Aug
Thu bLug
Thu Lug
Thu iug
Thu ALug
Thu bLug
Thu Lug
Thu iug
Thu ALug
Thu hLug
Thu Lug
Thu iug
0 blk

e The Folder view displays a full folder hierarchy (with all folders selected) that you can

navigate and explore

e The Filer view displays every file from every folder, sorted by the biggest at the top

e This runs very quick and is very powerful

To get more information on a particular item in the Filer view you use the Information

command.

5. Typeito display the Information view
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Filer Edit

Information
fUsers/me
arc
directory
Fuxr—®r-x
me
staff

[
Library
NEWs
dtm
Caches
hak

[ modified
Thu Aug <
Thu hug
Thu Aug
Thu bLug
Thu Lug
Thu iug

no com.apple.help . Thu Aug
1,326 Dewveloper . Thu bLug
796.156 ME (796136210 E) Xoode . Thu Aug
Thu Aug 21 05:15:10 Z014 DerivedData . Thu iug
Thu Aug 21 05:39:45 2014 SDMHelpData . Thu ALug
Thu Aug 21 03:15:10 2014 ModuleCache . Thu bLug
21 % free (1131755.0 M) Lpplication 3u . Thu Lug
CUrses . Thu iug
Import text £il Google . Thu ALug
L rontents Chrome . Thu hLug
Save the curren Desktop . Thu Lug
L ents . Thu iug
2 0 blk

</ Menu, «7?» Help, <Tab> Folder View, <Arrows:> MNowve

This view updates as you scroll around in the Filer view, you can remove it by typing i again (it
acts like a toggle, going on and off).

Ok, let’s reset your display

6. Type Tab to get back to the Folder view and G h to Go->Home.

Creating a new folder

7. The Folder->New command will create a new folder for you — it will though first ask you for a
name:

i

Enter folder nsame:

Ine
|— aaqme E

8. You cantype in the name for example sample and hit Ret
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Enter folder namme:samnple

me
’— aaqrne =
-

Voila, you now have your new folder:

Folder Elu Options

— aasme =
— bak

— bin

— Desktop
— Documents
F— Downloads
— Librarvy =
— links=

— local

— messages
— HMowvies
— HMu=ic =
— notes

— FPictures
— FPublic M

— ZrC

M

Copying files between folders

9. In my desktop | have some images | want to copy over to this new folder. Frist, use the up arrow
to get to Desktop and hit Ret — this lists the files in this folder:
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Filer

Edit

Desktop
Documents
Downloads
Library =
links=
local
messages
Hovies
Music H
notes
Pictures
Public [
sample

Src =

</ Menu,

— Y

<?> Help, <Tab> Folder View,

Letivity Monitc
exp—1991-0-itm
exp—-2Z882-0-itm
exp-944-0-itm.
ff alias

Fath Finder
g=_fi.png
22_fi emwd ok.p
ss_fi hlp ab.p
55 fo.png
g5_foi.png
2=2_fo_menu.phy
s5_ha.png

55 _ha eval.png
Terminal

<Arrows> Mowve

1
1,932,876
7,208,398

10,367
&0,322,099
679,272
455,436
117,210
91,518
81,675
117,240
117,115
100, 155
93,235
94,2583
370,388

10. Now, move down the list with the down arrow and select the files | want to copy (using the

space bar).
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Filer

Edit

Desktop
Documents
Downloads
Library =
links=
local
messages
Hovies
Music H
notes
Pictures
Public [
sample

Src =

<H> Menu, <?> Help,

<Tah> Folder View,

Letivity Monitc
exp—1991-0-itm
exp—-2Z882-0-itm
exp-944-0-itm.
ff alias
Fath Finder
Iss_fi.png
22_fi emwd ok.p
ss_fi hlp ab.p
Iss_fo.png
g5_foi.png
2=2_fo_menu.png

Terminal

15 itm -
<Arrows> Mowve

1
1,932,876
7,208,398

10,367
&0,322,099
679,272
455,436
117,210
91,518
81,675
117,240
117,115
100, 155
93,235
94,2583
370,388

11. Now, select the File->Copy command. You are asked if you want to use the selected files (y or n)

—chosey.

13. At this point you need to chose a target folder from the Folder view. So, simply Tab to switch to

Folder view and down arrrow to the new sample folder
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14. And hit Ret. Now, you see a confirm action prompt at the bottom of the screen:

I— arc II

<C-g» Cancel, <Ret> Execute

15. Hit Ret and the copy takes place.

16. To see the results, hit s (to rescan the folder) and Ret to show the files.

Here you see the end result screen shot:

aasme =
hak

hin
Desktop
Documents
Downloads
Library =
links
local
messages =
Hovies
Music H
notes
Pictures
Public [

<f/> Menu, <7?> Help, <Tab> Folder View,

<Arrows:> Mowve

] [ wodi
117,210 Tue <
117,240 Tue

93,235 Tue
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So, that concludes a quick look at the file management capabilities in FolderFiler.

Summary
Thanks again for taking the time read this quick guide. We hope you enjoy using this product — we would
like to hear your thoughts and suggestions for improvement.

You can email us at rabluisales@gmail.com.
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